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NYS Law
Operating Certificates

New York law requires boaters under 18 years
of age either to be accompanied by an adult or,
if between 10 and 18, to have obtained a safety
certificate from an approved boater’s safety
course.

Personal Watercraft

Operators of PWC (Personal Watercraft) must
operate their vessel in a reasonable and prudent
manner. Weaving through traffic, wake jumping
and following another vessel closely, shall
constitute reckless operation.

To operate a PWC, persons between the ages of
10-14 must have earned a boater safety certificate
and MUST be accompanied by a person 18 years
of age or older who has completed the boater
safety course.

In addition to the Chain of Lakes 5 mph speed
limit within 200’ of the shoreline (Sixth &
Seventh Lakes 100°), New York State law
requires a speed limit of 10 mph within 500" of
any designated bathing area.

Reminder

+ All persons while operating personal water-
craft MUST have a Boater Safety Certificate
available for inspection. Our Sheriffs
suggest having a copy of the original
certificate in a zip lock bag.

+ Herkimer County Sheriffs WILL BE patrolling
the lakes on a regular basis, enforcing all
the laws pertaining to watercraft operations.

Noise Level

+ 82-86 decibels (noisy vessels are ticketed)

Local Law

Effective Only in Town of Webb

Use or operation of personal watercraft and
specialty prop-craft is permitted only between
the hours of 9:00 am and 6:00 pm daily.
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Alcohol/Drugs
Boating While Intoxicated

A new state law has toughened the penalties for
boating while intoxicated (BWI) so that they
generally parallel those for driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). Under the new law, boat operators
suspected of being drunk would be forced to
take a breathalyzer test or face a $200 fine and
suspension of boating privileges for six months.
The penalties for conviction vary according to
the circumstances but can include one or more
of the following:

« Fines

« Imprisonment

« Loss of boating privileges

+ Revocation of boat registration

« Enrollment in a boating safety course

New penalties have also been established for
those who operate a boat while the privilege has
been suspended.

For More Information

For more detailed information on the rules and
regulations affecting boating in New York State,
to request NYS Boater Guides, or to locate
available Boater Safety Courses, you may
contact:
The Marine Service Bureau
Agency Building #1
Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12238
(518) 474-0445
www.nysparks.com
You may also contact the Herkimer or
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Department
for a schedule of their courses.

Compliments of
The Fulton Chain of Lakes Association

www.fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
Spring 2010
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Navigation Information

of Lakes

The Story of Our Lake Waters

The Fulton ‘Chain of Lakes” is part of a river system
originally dammed at Old Forge in about 1798. Water
flowing through the Fulton Chain starting at Eighth Lake
enters the Middle Branch of the Moose River at the Old
Forge Dam. The North Branch of the Moose River joins the
Middle Branch below the dam. The river then flows past the
town of Lyons Falls to the Black River, northwest to Carthage,
then on to Watertown, and finally into the Black River Bay

on Lake Ontario.

The present dam at Old Forge holds back 6.8 billion gallons
of water. This reservoir is managed by the HR-BR Regulating
District. In the late 1800's, the State Water Power Commis-
sioner made an agreement with Fulton Chain cottage owners
and recreational users to maintain the water level during the
summer season, an agreement still in effect.

The lower Fulton Chain starts at Old Forge Pond, travels the

1 mile channel or “Narrows” to First Lake then to Second
and Third, through a channel to Fourth Lake then 7 miles to
the towns of Eagle Bay and Inlet - a 14 mile trip.

The Chain continues through to Fifth Lake, from there one
must portage their boat to Sixth and Seventh Lakes, which
are navigable from one to the other. Eighth Lake is accessible
once again by portage only.

Please, as you use the lakes, be respectful of the environment
and help us continue to keep our waters clean.

We hope you will enjoy these waters and that you will find
this region of the Adirondacks a special part of our world.
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