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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

Greetings! So happy our 2025 Annual Newsletter 
has come your way! I’m hoping you have some time to 
read through it and that you find it interesting and 
informative. The Fulton Chain of Lakes Association was 
founded in 1968 out of concern for the water quality of 
these lakes and related health concerns. Indeed, what 
incredible progress has been made, in 1968 this 
association initiated and implemented the Septic Dye 
Testing program at a time when septic related pollutants 
were visible in the lakes. This program was subsequently 
taken over by the Town of Webb and for 57 years this 
association has worked with and supported the town with 
this program but there’s more. For 57 years this 
association through the hard work, collaboration and 
advocacy of its’ members, of its’ board and of 
volunteers, have continued to conduct testing, initiated 
studies and coordinated projects related to the long-term 
protection and maintenance of the water quality of these 
beautiful pristine lakes. The work is not over, indeed the 
vigilance is never ending. 

Just some of the areas of concern and interest - 
Invasive aquatic plant species have long been a concern 
of the Association for their effect on water quality. 
During this past year the Association began review of the 
Aquatic Invasive Species Survey it had commissioned 
for the Fulton Chain and this year will be discussing 
specific areas of concern with the appropriate 
government districts and agencies.  

Another area of concern we share and have heard 
loud and clear from our membership is the issue of 
safety and noise nuisance regarding motor crafts on the 
lakes. Members of the Board have met a number of 
times for three years now with both Town and County 
officials to ask for more regular and visible patrolling 
during the busy hours of lake activity. As yet the patrol 
reports have shown no improvement. If this has been a 
concern of yours as well, we ask that you also reach out 
to your appropriate Town and County officials. 

Keep abreast of and interact with your association, 
check out our recently updated website: 

www.FultonChainOfLakesAssociation.org 

Many thanks for the diligent hard work of board 
member Martha DuMont who updated our website with 
state of the art graphics, interfaces and now the ability to 
accept contributions and dues. So please check it out and 
send us your thoughts, comments and questions. You 
may also find us on Meta – Facebook. 

If you are a member, continue with your support, 
if you are not currently a member hopefully you will 
find this newsletter inspirational enough to join. 

The foundation and strength of our advocacy 
comes from the size and diversity of our membership. 
We already represent large numbers from a broad 
representation of stakeholders including lakefront 
property owners, town and village homeowners, business 
owners and frequent family vacationers. That being the 
case there is greater strength from greater numbers. If 
you are already a member make it a goal to bring one 
new member our way this year. It’s easy and for just a 
nominal fee using our website or mail in the form you 
can find in this newsletter. 

Finally, remember our motto “Preserve and 
Protect”! Let us TOGETHER continue to enjoy, 
appreciate and RESPECT this beautiful chain of lakes. 

Mark Steigerwald - President

We’ve launched a new website we know you’ll like.  
Come explore it at https://www.fultonchainoflakes 
association.org/ and find information on our mission, 
boating, navigation, water quality, water inspection 
jobs, membership, local events, and invasive 
species. We’re enhancing your experience with the 
ability to contact the FCLA via the website, where 
you can even support the FCLA’s efforts with your 
membership dues or donations payable online.  

http://fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
http://fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
http://fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
http://fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
http://fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
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BOAT PATROL 
Martha E DuMont, Director of the FCLA 

Boat patrols on the Fulton Chain of Lakes were 
infrequent in 2024. While the Town of Inlet had an officer 
occasionally on the Hamilton County end of 4th Lake, the 
Herkimer County Sheriff had to significantly reduce their 
time on boat patrols for lack of manpower. The FCLA has 
continued to meet with the Town of Webb and the Sheriff 
to pursue resources. We also contacted Don Haehl, our 
District 15 representative with the Herkimer County 
Legislature, and Alexi Howland NYS Director of Marine 
and Recreational Services. The issues discussed were the:  

1.  lack of manpower in the Herkimer County Sheriff’s 
     Department to assign to boats,  
2.  open position for the Town of Webb Police Chief, 
3.  contract negotiations with the Town of Webb Police, 
4.  lack of manpower in the Town of Webb Police  
     Department,  
5.  who has jurisdiction over the lakes,  
6.  lawyer’s opinion on the Town of Webb’s use of the  
     Sheriff Department’s boats, 
7.  acquisition of an additional boat for use exclusively  
     by Town of Webb Police, and  
8. investigative resources to identify owners of out  
     of state boat registrations. 

We do have considerable good news from the Town 
of Webb. There is a new Police Chief in Town, Jason 
Mulcahy, whom the FCLA welcomes. We are also happy 

to say the police have a new contract and the department 
is fully staffed. There is also good news from the 
Herkimer County Sheriff Scott Scherer who reports his 
department has more staff and plans for more officers on 
boat patrols in 2025.   

The Town has also signed up two officers for the 
NYS boat training course. The Sheriff has signed up one 
officer as well. The Sheriff has two boats for use on the 
Fulton Chain of Lakes and is sharing the keys with the 
Town until another similar boat is acquired for the Town 
of Webb. The Town of Webb Police Department will now 
be capable of responding to accidents or calls for help out 
on the water which the Town has jurisdiction over. 

Unfortunately, the portal used by our police to run 
registrations still has limitations identifying boats from 
some states.   

In regard to Hamilton County, we have been unable 
to meet with the Town of Inlet’s Supervisor or Police 
Chief. We are of the understanding that Inlet Police do 
patrol the Hamilton County end of 4th Lake.  

Did you know that in 2021 paddle craft users were 
involved in 25% of all boating accidents in New York and 
accounted for 50% of the recreational boating fatalities? 
Wear your life jacket and stay safe out on the water. If you 
need help, call 911. 

The Fulton Chain of Lakes Association was founded in 1968 with a mission of protecting the water quality of the 
Fulton Chain of Lakes in New York’s Central Adirondacks. Our mission of protecting the water quality of the lakes 
continues and, in addition, we strive to keep the lakes a safe place to enjoy boating, swimming, fishing etc. The Publicity 
Committee’s goal is to make residents and visitors aware of issues that affect the quality of our water and to promote 
safe boating on the lakes. We hope that when people learn about our mission, they will want to join in our efforts. 

Watch for articles and ads during the summer in the Adirondack Express related to our mission.   

Our website http://fultonchainoflakesassociation.org/ continues to be updated. On the website you will find useful 
information about our organization and how you can help us with our mission of preserving 
and protecting the unique environment of the Fulton Chain of Lakes. There is information 
on steps you can take to prevent introduction of pollutants and invasive species into our 
lakes so that the current excellent water quality is maintained. There are links to other 
organizations that are facing a variety of threats to their water quality and steps they are 
taking to protect their water. In addition to water quality, safe boating is important to all of 
us. The website has information on how to make your boating experience safer. It also 
includes information on New York State and local boating laws.  

We are also on Facebook where up to date information and photos can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/fultonchainoflakesassociation.org 

PUBLICITY 
Paul Willsey

Scan to visit our website.

http://fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
https://www.facebook.com/fultonchainoflakesassociation.org
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THE OLD FORGE AND SIXTH LAKE DAM  
REHABILITATION PROJECTS 

Ray Letterman

The FCLA has been reporting to our membership 
for about 7 or 8 years about the rehabilitation of the 
Sixth Lake and Old Forge Dams. Engineering 
inspections, measurements and report writing about the 
dams go back at least 10 years, starting a few years after 
the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) revised their Dam Safety 
Regulations. The dams are owned by the State but are 
maintained and operated by the Hudson River Black 
River Regulating District, a public benefit corporation 
that funds itself, mostly but not entirely by assessing 
downstream beneficiaries for flood control and 
increasing hydropower production. The State, however, 
will provide most of the funds for rehabilitating the Sixth 
Lake and Old Forge dams. The Regulating District’s 
statement on the projects is reassuring:  

“This comprehensive rehabilitation project for the 
Old Forge and Sixth Lake dams will be a 
generational investment in this critical 
infrastructure, the first such effort in over a 
century, and will bring the dams into full 
compliance with modern dam safety standards.” 

The Chief Engineer of the Regulating District, 
Robert Foltan, has been keeping us informed about the 
projects for years and we have invited him to be the 
main speaker for the FCLA Annual Meeting in August. 

For several years the word was that the Sixth Lake 
Dam would be fixed first (because it is considered by the 
State to be more hazardous) with the Old Forge Dam to 
follow but now it seems that both dams will be 

rehabilitated at the same time. The schedule for initiating 
this work is presented below. 

Project Initiation Schedule (as of May 1, 2025). 
Advertise/Solicitation of Bids         June 2, 2025 
Mandatory Pre-Bid Site Meeting    June 16, 2025 
Bids Received/Opened                    July 30, 2025 
Notice of Conditional Award          August 15, 2025 
Notice to Proceed                            October 1, 2025 
Begin Mobilization                        October 6, 2025 
Substantially Complete Work      December 31, 2027 

The District expects to see “minor work” begin in 
October 2025. This probably means preparing the sites 
so that equipment can be brought it and creating places 
for material and equipment to be placed, mostly in the 
Spring. The District seems to be hoping that the 
cofferdams (to hold back the water behind the dams) will 
be at least started this fall. They expect a “winter 
shutdown” to occur but it is apparently up to the 
contractor. They also state clearly that both reservoirs 
(Sixth Lake and Old Forge) will be operating normally 
during the project. There are no plans to maintain 
“unusually low” water elevations at any time during 
construction. As noted in the table above they expect the 
projects to be finished in 2 years, by December 31, 2027. 
To review a presentation made in 2022 that shows what 
the rehabilitated dams will look like see 
https://hrbrrd.ny.gov/wpcontent/uploads/2022/09/Chain-
of-Lakes-Presentaiton.pdf 

Questions? Email Ray Letterman at rdletter@syr.edu 

THOMAS MCCABE SR. ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Every year, the Fulton Chain of Lakes Association 
makes scholarships available to students engaged in 
studies in environmental fields. Applicants studying 
fields such as water quality, water use, water-related land 
use, forestry, and climate change are encouraged to 
apply. In considering applications, FCLA considers the 
applicant’s field of study, academic record, and record of 
community service. 

Over the past five years, the Association has 

awarded over $10,000 in financial aid to local high 
school graduates. The scholarships provide a significant 
incentive for young people to enter environmental fields. 
Given the pressures on local, state and national 
resources, we’ll be needing their expertise. 

The scholarship is open to current graduates and 
alumni of the Town of Webb Schools. Applications are 
available through the Town of Webb Schools Guidance 
Office and from Don Kelly (dkelly@mvcc.edu).

https://hrbrrd.ny.gov/
https://hrbrrd.ny.gov/
https://hrbrrd.ny.gov/
https://hrbrrd.ny.gov/wpcontent/uploads/2022/09/Chain-of-Lakes-Presentaiton.pdf
https://hrbrrd.ny.gov/wpcontent/uploads/2022/09/Chain-of-Lakes-Presentaiton.pdf
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WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT 
FCLA Water Quality Committee

The Fulton Chain of Lakes Association continues 
to work to preserve and protect the water quality and 
aquatic ecosystems of our lakes and watersheds. Here are 
some of our more important activities and commitments: 

  We continue to monitor lake water quality as active 
participants in CSLAP, New York State’s Citizens 
Statewide Lake Assessment Program. The 2024 summer 
season’s encouraging results are discussed below. 

  We are helping to keep invasive aquatic plants out of 
our lakes by donating financial support to the Adirondack 
Watershed Institute’s Stewardship Program that controls 
the spread of invasive species using boat inspection and 
cleaning stations. 

  We actively track and assess the methods other lake 
associations are using to control invasive plants that are 
growing in the lakes. We also follow what is being done 
to understand and prevent harmful algal blooms. (See 
Lake George Association website.) 

  We continue our long and determined effort to keep 
pollutants like phosphorus and fecal bacteria from 
wastewater out of the lakes. 

  We believe that environmental education is critical and 
continue to fund scholarships for local high school 
graduates in college degree programs related to 
environmental protection (See the Scholarship Committee 
Report on p. XX). We also support public education about 
lake issues, and we encourage active participation in clean-
up and water quality monitoring activities. We provide 
significant financial and Board member support for the 
annual Maintain the Chain (MTC) event with its volunteer-
conceived and conducted projects of lake protection and 
improvement. This year’s MTC kick-off, the annual 
EcoArts Festival at VIEW, will be held at VIEW Arts 
Center in Old Forge on Saturday, August 2. Details about 
this and the excellent speakers scheduled for evenings in 
July at VIEW are included in another article in this issue of 
the newsletter. We encourage you to attend these events 
and, perhaps, to support them with a donation.  

Monitoring Water Quality with CSLAP 
Measurements 

The Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program 
(CSLAP) was started by the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) in 1985 and 
the FCLA submitted its first samples in June of 1986. We 
always take our samples from same location, the deepest 
point in Second Lake, and last year we collected the 
samples and made several of the measurements from the 
boat in June, July, August and September. The complete 

set of results are available on-line at the NYSDEC’s 
CSLAP Dashboard.  When using the search tool “Find a 
lake” our reports are under the name Fulton Second Lake.  

The good news is that we see no significant 
adverse trends in the latest data. All seem to follow the 
flat (no change) trends in the Water Quality Committee 
report graphs in the FCLA 2024 Newsletter. As we were 
able to report last year and still contend, the biological 
productivity of Second Lake (and probably the other 
lakes of the Fulton Chain) is low and not changing 
significantly with time. The trophic classification of 
Second Lake according to Table 2 is still Mesotrophic 
(slightly productive), leaning toward Oligotrophic (very 
unproductive). Unfortunately, we are not yet able to 
predict exactly where and when algal blooms (especially 
blooms of the cyanobacteria that cause harmful algal 
blooms (HABs) will occur but we can hope that our low 
and relatively stable nutrient concentrations (like we have 
observed in Second Lake) will give some protection. 
Lake                     2024 Season – CSLAP Median Values 
                Total Phosphorus     Chlorophyll - a      Transparency 
                           (µg P/L)                       (µg/L)                    (meters) 
Second                5.8                           3.9                        3.1 
 
Table 1 Median values of the water quality measurements, total phosphorus 
and chlorophyll-a concentrations and transparency, measured in 2024 and 
used to classify the trophic condition of Second Lake in the Fulton Chain.  

                                                    Trophic Classification 
Parameter                 Oligotrophic      Mesotrophic     Eutrophic 
Total phosphorus       < 10 µg/L        10 – 20 µg/L    > 20 µg/L 
Chlorophyll-a             < 2 µg/L           2 - 8 µg/L        > 8 µg/L 
Transparency             > 5 meters         2 - 5 meters     < 2 meters 
 
Table 2 Estimating the trophic state of New York lakes using the monitoring 
measurements - total phosphorus and chlorophyll-a concentrations and Secchi 
disk transparency. See p. 82, Carlson’s criteria, in Diet for a Small Lake 

Water Transparency and the Loons 

We are monitoring the transparency trend closely. 
Experts at the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation 
have reviewed recent scientific studies and are concerned 
that decreasing transparency may degrade loon habitat.  

When loons dive to find food they hunt by sight 
and need adequate water transparency to survive. The 
transparency of lake water decreases when the concen- 
trations of algal cells and dissolved organic carbon 
(DOC) increase. Algal cells can grow in excess when 
nutrients like phosphorus and nitrogen are abundant. 
Most of the DOC comes from wetlands (swamps) in the 
watershed that drain to the lakes. Algal cells block and 
scatter light and dissolved organic material absorbs light 
energy. The phenomenon of increasing dissolved organic  
 continued on page 6

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/monitoring
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/monitoring
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/monitoring
https://www.adkwatershed.org/stewardship-program
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/science-protection/harmful-algal-blooms
https://www.maintainthechain.net/
https://www.viewarts.org/
https://www.viewarts.org/
https://www.viewarts.org/
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/cslap
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c32878596a0a47deb5f97ea5e07ec9c5/page/Dashboard/#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-195aeb0a911-layer-4%3A374
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c32878596a0a47deb5f97ea5e07ec9c5/page/Dashboard/#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-195aeb0a911-layer-4%3A374
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c32878596a0a47deb5f97ea5e07ec9c5/page/Dashboard/#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-195aeb0a911-layer-4%3A374
http://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/dietlake09.pdf
https://www.adkloon.org/
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FCLA GOVERNMENT RELATIONS  
Tom McCabe, Chairman 

In the mid 1960's the founders of the FCLA were 
very aware that the Fulton Chain had significant human 
caused pollution. This became very obvious from the 
testing of the lakes which they did on their own. And they 
had ideas on how to begin to remedy the situation. But they 
also realized that a private organization did not have the 
right or authority to perform the steps necessary to do so. 

They realized that visual inspection of every lake 
property's septic system was necessary as well as dye 
testing of their system. Dye testing involves entering a 
harmless dye into the buildings plumbing to see if that 
property’s plumbing leaks into the lakes. 

So in 1968, the FCLA was incorporated and worked 
closely with the Town of Webb and Inlet and Herkimer  
and Hamilton Counties to enact appropriate legislation to 
allow for the inspection and dye testing of all of the lake 
properties. The FCLA supported and worked closely with 
the towns to enable these procedures. In the later 60’s  
and early 70’s many properties were found not to be in 
compliance and the owners quickly fixed the situation. As  
a result our lakes were once again very clean! 

The owners favorably reacted not only to comply 
with the new laws but to make the lakes clean for all of us 
and particularly their own families. Almost none of them 
realized that they had a problem and were thankful to 
become aware and eliminate it. 

So over the ensuing decades and our towns continue 
to Inspect and Dye Test with the support of the FCLA and 
as you might expect the frequency of violations is very low. 
But there are still violations and of course they must be 
remedied to keep our lakes among the cleanest in New 
York State. 

The goal of the Town of Webb established by 
Zoning Officer, Andy Getty, is to inspect one third of the 
properties on the lower Fulton Chain each year and 
therefore inspect all properties every 3 years. Jay Williams 
of the TOW  Zoning Office who does the Septic 
Inspections and Dye Testing provided the following 
results for 2024: 

Fulton Chain  Inspections and Dye Testing: 145 
Big Moose Inspections and Dye Testing:        31 
Inspections but No One Home:                     298 

If no one is home, Jay left cards in the door 
requesting that the property owner contact him to  
perform the Dye Testing. Why, because that test helps 
keep the lakes clean ESPECIALLY FOR THE FAMILY 
who reside there. Andy and Jay and the FCLA ask that  
if you receive a card please follow up  it is for your  
own good. 

So from the very beginning of the FCLA good 
relations with our various government organizations  
was and is essential to keeping our lakes clean and safe. 
The FCLA is most appreciative of our good working 
relationships and is especially appreciative for his many 
years of service as Zoning Officer, Andy Getty, who has 
been a most supportive of keeping our lakes clean. 
Thanks, Andy, and enjoy retirement! 

The FCLA Navigation Committee is responsible for 
safe use of our lakes and has interacted with our towns 
and counties and the state to improve on those agencies’ 
monitoring of our lakes. As a result of the committee’s 
efforts and their good working relations we should all see 
improved coverage on our lakes this year to make us all 
safer. See their report in this newsletter.

continued on page 7

NAVIGATIONAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
Butch Hartsig

With ice off the lakes we have seen a few brave 
boaters out on 4th lake so we know the full boating 
season can’t be far away. We only need some warm 
sunny days and above freezing nights to warm the water. 

The age exemption for power boat operators has 
expired. As of January 1, 2025 all power boat 
operators, regardless of age, must possess a Safe 
Boating Certificate in 2025. You can’t put off taking 
the Safe Boating course any longer. The power boat 
operator must have their Safe Boating Certificated on 
board the boat. Sign up now to take the Safe Boating 

course in person or take the course on line. For more 
information visit: www.park.ny.gov/boating 

No person under the age of 10, 14 for a Personal 
Water Craft (PWC), shall operate a power boat without 
being accompanied by an individual over the age of 18 
who possesses a Safe Boating Certificate. 

The FCLA published an updated Navigation 
brochure for 2025. It contains some general “rules of the 
road” for boaters as well as local lake specific rules for 
the Fulton Chain of Lakes. In addition the brochure 

http://www.park.ny.gov/boating
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CURRENT THREATS TO FULTON CHAIN WATER QUALITY 
Phil Sanzone, FCLA Historian

The FCLA was originally formed in 1968 to address 
and remedy the pollution of the water in the Fulton Chain. 
In 1968 there was visible pollution in the lakes. The FCLA 
raison d’etre continues to be the water quality of the 
Fulton Chain. There are three main factors that impair the 
water quality – excess plant nutrients, invasive plants/ 
species, and increasing water temperature (which is beyond 
local control). 

Septic waste was the main source of nutrients, as 
there are no farms or factories that existed to contribute 
nutrients that promote aquatic plant and algae growth. The 
septic dye testing program initiated by the FCLA remedied 
most of this source of nutrients. The Town of Webb Code 
Enforcement Office continues their vigilance to monitor 
and control this potential source entering the lakes. 

One source of nutrients getting into the lakes comes 
from lakefront owners who insist on having lush lawns on 
their property. Any lawn that looks “good” requires the use 
of fertilizer. You don’t see it happen, but this fertilizer 
eventually washes into the lake. You may have noticed the 
increase in lake weeds near these lawns. You may also 
have noticed the green tint to the lake water near the end of 
the summer as the algae have grown. Please limit your use 
of lawn fertilizer. 

Another significant threat to the water quality of the 
Fulton Chain today comes from the introduction of 
invasive species (plants and animals) into the water. If you 
have friends with a camp on another lake that has been 
infested by an invasive species, they can tell you how it 
adversely affects their enjoyment of the lake. This is now a 
main focus of the FCLA as it relates to water quality.   

To address this, we have identified where there are 
any invasive species in the Fulton Chain. We have paid for 
two surveys (the last one in 2024) to map the location of 
all invasive plants in the Fulton Chain. The primary 
invasive species found is Eurasian Milfoil. It can form 
thick surface mats of vegetation that impedes swimming 
and boating. See the fact sheet on this found at 
https://www.invasive.org/weedcd/pdfs/wgw/eurasianwater-
milfoil.pdf. Several small patches were found in Fourth 

and Second lakes. The FCLA sent in a diver to remove 
these patches, and we have monitored them since to 
prevent regrowth. 

The worst infestations were found in Fifth, Sixth, 
and Seventh lakes. Several years ago we obtained two 
grants totaling over $200,000.00 to pay for divers to collect 
and remove the invasive plants from the water. Sending 
divers in to pull the plants is only a short term solution, as 
the plants grow back in just a few years. There is a 
chemical treatment that has recently been approved, but 
there is opposition to its use. Lake George has used it last 
year on a trial basis in the face of much opposition, and 
both sides of the issue are now monitoring the after affects.  
Please see the initial results of that treatment at 
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/news-events/news/ 
lga-announces-initial-results-procellacor-monitoring. 

Our current efforts to combat invasive species being 
introduced into the Fulton Chain waters centers around our 
cooperation with the efforts of the Adirondack Watershed 
Institute (AWI). The AWI has provided a watershed 
Stewardship Program to provide boat inspectors at various 
launch sites to inspect boats for invasive species and 
remove them as needed. For their latest report on the Fulton 
Chain for the 2024 season please go to https://www.adk 
watershed.org/allpublications/category/Stewardship+Report. 

The FCLA will continue to be vigilant in identifying 
and resolving threats to the water quality of the Fulton 
Chain. We will continue to fund the water steward program 
and divers as needed as well as other solutions that become 
available. Your continuing support makes all this possible. 

carbon has been called “browning”. Researchers have used soil and water chemistry to hypothesize that browning is 
increasing in some Adirondack lakes because acid input from precipitation has been decreasing. And, as we discussed in 
our FCLA 2024 Newsletter report, the water in our lakes has been warming. Our stream and lake water measurements 
suggest that the DOC concentrations are slightly higher (and the transparency values are slightly lower) in Third to First 
Lakes, compared to the upstream lakes, Fourth to Eight. The Third Lake Creek watershed, located just south the hills 
below Fourth Lake, has extensive wetlands and seems to be an important source of the DOC that enters the Fulton Chain 
at Third Lake.

continued from page 4

https://www.invasive.org/weedcd/pdfs/wgw/eurasianwatermilfoil.pdf
https://www.invasive.org/weedcd/pdfs/wgw/eurasianwatermilfoil.pdf
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/news-events/news/
lga-announces-initial-results-procellacor-monitoring
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/news-events/news/
lga-announces-initial-results-procellacor-monitoring
https://lakegeorgeassociation.org/news-events/news/
lga-announces-initial-results-procellacor-monitoring
https://www.adkwatershed.org/allpublications/category/Stewardship+Report
https://www.adkwatershed.org/allpublications/category/Stewardship+Report
https://www.adkwatershed.org/allpublications/category/Stewardship+Report
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THE 2025 MAINTAIN THE CHAIN EVENT AND THE ECOARTS 
FESTIVAL ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 
The Maintain the Chain Committee (Carin Gonsalves, Chair)

Maintain the Chain (MTC) is an annual event 
involving self-conceived and directed, environmental 
improvement projects that help preserve and protect the 
beautiful lakes and watersheds of the Fulton Chain of Lakes 
and the Adirondack Park. It was inspired by the Boon family’s 
annual tradition of cleaning up the lake bottom next to their 
Fourth Lake camp. The first MTC event was held in 2021 
during the covid pandemic when almost all communication 
and interaction between the isolated but enthusiastic 
participants and the organizers was electronic. MTC 
participants decide on and plan a project that they can do 
during the summer and then work on it at their own pace. 
Each recipient receives a reward such as a T-shirt or hat. 
Photos of participants at work are welcomed and posted. At 
the end the best project award is presented. Some photos from 
past events are posted on the Maintain the Chain website. 

The EcoArts Festival is a cooperative effort of MTC 
and the View Arts Center in Old Forge. The first festival was 
held in 2023 at View. The goal of the festival is to educate the 
Adirondack community (residents and visitors, especially the 
younger ones) about environmental issues that impact the 
Adirondacks, from leaky septic tanks to lead fishing gear. 
Representatives from a wide variety of environmental 
organizations staff tables with exhibits, conduct hands-on 
activities that are fun and they hand-out literature for all. 
Representatives in 2025 will include the Fulton Chain of 
Lakes Association, the Adirondack Council, the Adirondack 
Watershed Institute of Paul Smith’s College, the Adirondack 
Center for Loon Conservation, the Hamilton County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, the Raquette Lake Preservation 
Foundation, the Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program, the 
Sixth and Seventh Lake Improvement Association, ADK 
Action, and Bernadette Hoffman and her Canada lynx Max 
(who can inform us about what can happen when we destroy 
natural habitat).  

The purpose of the EcoArts Festival is to entertain and 
educate, and, most importantly, help attendees generate ideas 
for their self-directed projects for the MTC event. Participants, 
especially children, can engage in a variety of art projects with 
an environmental theme. In conjunction with the Festival, 
View hosts free, week-day evening lectures with 

environmental themes at the View Arts Center in Old Forge. 
So date the 2025 speakers include: 

July 17 – Denise Silfee, Adirondack Center for Loon 
Conservation and Gary Lee, author, blogger (Outdoor 
Adventures), loon naturalist, and retired Forest Ranger  
(35 years) will give a talk about our wonderful loons  
“Adirondack Loons: Adirondack Sentinels.” 

July TBA – Kevin Virkler, former forester at the Adirondack 
League Club “Forestry topic TBA” 

Visit the MTC website (www.maintainthechain.net)  
to register for the 2025 MTC event, and learn about this 
summer’s EcoArts Festival and the lectures at View Arts 
Center. And please consider donating to help fund future 
MTC events as we strive to protect and maintain the beautiful 
Fulton Chain of Lakes and Adirondack Park now and for 
years to come.

contains services available at the local marinas and contact information. The brochures are available at all marinas, area 
motels and the Old Forge and Inlet Information Centers. Please take time to pick up a copy and review the information. 

FCLA continues to work with the Town of Webb Police, and the Herkimer and Hamilton County Sheriff’s 
Departments as well as our local fire and rescue departments, to promote safe boating on our lakes. With the recent 
increase in staffing by both the Herkimer County Sheriff’s Department and the Town of Webb Police Department we 
look forward to an increase in safety patrols on the lakes this summer. 

Let’s make this boating season safe and enjoyable for everyone using our lakes. Know and follow the rules. Be 
respectful of others, both on the water and on shore, and please don’t trash our lakes! Dispose of trash properly on shore. 

Happy boating

continued from page 5

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/family-spearheads-fulton-chain-clean-up
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/family-spearheads-fulton-chain-clean-up
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/family-spearheads-fulton-chain-clean-up
https://www.maintainthechain.net/
https://www.maintainthechain.net/
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To become a member, fill out the application below and either give it to an FCLA representative or 
mail it with your check to FCLA, PO Box 564, Old Forge, NY 13420. 

Membership Application 
Fulton Chain of Lakes Association 

www.FultonChainOfLakesAssociation.org • Email: info@FultonChainOfLakesAssociation.org 
Please print 

Name____________________________________________ Spouse____________________________________________ 
Home Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fulton Chain 911 Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summer Mailing Address (if applicable)______________________________________________________________________ 

Local Telephone______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contribution: o $10 Basic  o $10 Business  o $25 Family  o $35 Sponsor  o $50 Friend of the Lakes  o $100 Patron 

Date____________________, 20____________ Signature___________________________________________________ 

 Directors: 
Martha DuMont                  Phil Sanzone 
Butch Hartsig                     Gary Schafran 
Don Kelly                           Connie Schreppel 
Ray Letterman                    Michael Schreppel 
Tom McCabe Jr                  Paul Willsey 
Steven Mulvihill                  
 Honorarys Directors: 
Bonnie Baker – Town of Webb Supervisor 
John Frey – Town of Inlet Supervisor 

Directors Emeriti: 
Janet Blakeman                  Amy Sauer 
Jack DeBevoise                  Ron Smith 
Richard Knight                   Ed Stafford 
Jim Murphy                        Heather Stafford 
Jodelle Pross                        
Ex-Officio: Terence Whyte – President 

    6th & 7th Lake Association

FCLA Officers & Directors – 2025 
President                            Mark F. Steigerwald 
1st VP                                  
2nd VP                               Tom Vawter 
Sec/Treasurer                    Phyllis Sanzone

Thomas B. McCabe Environmental Studies 
Scholarship 
Don Kelly-Chair                         
Danielle Keifer                          Tom Vawter  
Water Quality 
Tom Vawter-Chair                      
Don Kelly                                  Connie Schreppel 
Mike Schreppel                         Ray Letterman   
Publicity/Marketing 
Paul Willsey-Chair                     
Butch Hartsig                              
By-Laws 
Phil Sanzone-Chair  
Website: Martha DuMont  

Nominations/Awards 
Tom McCabe-Chair                    
Don Kelly                                Phil Sanzone  
Navigation/Boating 
Butch Hartsig-Chair                 
Martha DuMont                      Steve Mulvihill 
Tom McCabe                          Paul Willsey  
Annual Meeting 
Phyllis Sanzone                       Mike Schreppel 
Connie Schreppel  
Government Liaison 
Tom McCabe-Chair                    
Martha DuMont                      Don Kelly 
Kevin Jost 

Committees


